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. _ THE TOURIST DEVELQPMENT ACT, NO. 14 OF 1568

'REGULAleNS under sections 78 and 96 of the Tourist Development Act, No. 14 of 1968, made by the Ceylon Tourist

Board with {he concurrence of the Minister of Shipping and Tourism. - v
; ; : Dharmasiri Senanayake.
: i S e ; Chairman,
Colombo, August 06, 1973. ; 3 : Ceylon Tourist Board.
Regulations’ _
_Short Title. 1. THhese regulations may: be cited as .the Travel Agents Code, 1'973;_'

Y

Travel Agents -
to be registered arid notifi
and licensed.

. (1) Onand after such date as may be appointed in’that behalf’ by “the Board for the purposes of this Code

-in the Gazette, no-person shall carry on the business.of a travel agent unless such business is for the time being
registered and licensed under the provisions of this Code. - "~ _‘;---—-~j-—"“

(2)\ Where any premises are used for the purposes of the business of a travel agent in contravention of the provisions

of paragraph(1), the occupier or the. proprictor of s'uch:p_mmisa' ‘or the person for the time being in charge of such business

shall be guilry.of an offence, g :
; Registration
: i 4 v R s et ER A ¥
Minimum ' . . ek ' The Competent Authority may, from time-to time, in consultation. with such bodies or individuals engaged
requirements .in the busingss of travel agents as he may deem fit, prescribe by, notification published in the Gazette the minimum require-

ments for-the registration of the business of travel.agents, Different minimum requirements may be so prescribed in respect
~ of each class of the business of travel agents. as may ‘be determined by such Authority. Any such notification may be so
amended, revoked o replaced by -such Authority in a like notification. g

for registration
and
classification pfl

travel agent,

’\ppllcu!ion for 4. (1) Evei_y ﬁp'pllcutibn'for the registration of a business of ‘travel agént shall—

< registration, 5 (a) be made in writing to the Competent Autharity;

- (b) - be made in such form as may be provided by such Authority for the purpose:
! (c) contain the particulars required by that form; and X
~ (d) besigned by the applicant who shall be the proprietor of that business. :
(2)° No business of a travel agent shall be registered except upon payment of the appropriate notified fee.
Register of .5. For the purposes of this Code the: Competent Authority shall open and maintain, or cause to be opened and
travel agents. maintained, a book to be called the “Register of Travel Agents” in such form as may be determined by him, in which parti-
culars relating to the business of the travel,agents shall ‘be registered in accordance with the provisions of this Code.
Registration ~ : : 6. (1) Saveus otherwise provided in regulation 8, the Competent Authority shall, on receipt of an application
and under the provisions of regulation 4, aftet due consideration— . ey
classification. (a) register the business of the travel agent and assign a class to such business in accordance with the minimum
1 requirements provided for under regulation'3; :
(b) register the applicant a.s-'theug‘roprictor of such business;
(c) issue to the applicant a cortificate of registration in such form as may be provided for the purpose;
) Such certificate of registration may contain tetms or conditions which the competent authority may
| deem necessary— .
| (i) for securing compliance with the' provisions: of this Code; and
2 i (i) for ensuring that the business of the travel agent shall comply With not less than the minimum require-
ments provided for under regulation 3. <
(2) A person registered under this regulation as the proprietor of ‘the business of a travel agent is in this Code
_ referred to:as a *registered proprietor.” . . L i
(3) Every entry made in the register under'this regulation may be referred to as a “registration entry.”
; (4) It shall be the duty of the registered proprietor of the business of 4 travel agent to cause the certificate of regis-
tration issued in respect of that business to be kept fixed in a conspicuous place in his registered place of business.

Provisional * . 7. The Competent Authority may register the business of & travel agent provisionally on such terms and conditions

4 registration in as may be specified by him at the -tii;m of such registration.

certain cases. : = :
-

i Refusal of 8. (1) The Competent Authority may by order, refuse to register the business of a travel agent on ans' of the

registration. following grounds:— S
(a) that the’ minimum requirements.prescribed by the Competent Authority under regulation: 3 are not com-
. plied with; . o i
(b) that the:applicant or any person employed or proposed to be employed by him in the business of the travel
*  agent has, during the period of five years immediately preceding the date of application for registration,
.- been convicted: of an-offence: under- the Monetary Law Act, the Exchange Control Act, the Foreign
-* Exchange: Entitlement Cettificates Act,-No. 28 of -1968, thie Customs, Ordinance, or the Control of
Imports and Exports Act, or of an offence involving the use of the premises of such business for an illegal
pUrposé or. o_f an offence involving moral turpit.ixde;
. (¢) fo_r;ea__soné_connecied with the situation, construction, sanitation, accommodation, ‘staffing or equipment
: _ ofthe business ‘of the travel'agent. C e
; () Every order tade by the Competent-Authority: refusing an application for registration under the provisions
of paragraph (1) shall contain his reasoris for making such order. : :

'3) Where an:order is made refusing an application for the registration of any business of a travel agem"a certified
copy of that order including the reasons shall be sent by registered post to the applicant by the Competent Authority.

4)  No order refusiig the registration of the business of a travel agent shall be made on the ground that any person
employdd by the appli has been. convicted of any offence referred to in this regulation if the applicant establishes to the
satisfaction of the competent authority that such:offence was committed by his employee without his knowledge, or that he
xercised all due-deligence to prevent the commission of such offence.

(5) Before making:an order refusing'the registration. of any business of a travel agent, the competent authority
shall give the applicant an opportunity of being heard either in person or by a rcpresentative authorised by him in writing
. in that behalf. . . ;
Suspension or 9. (1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2), the Competent Authority may by order. suspend or cancel the
cancellation of registration of the business-of any travel agent— : G ]
registration. : © (a) onany of the grounds specified in regulation 8 (1) (4) and:(c):
(b) up'ot\ conviction of the registered proprietor of the business of the travel agent or of any of his employees
of ‘any offence:committed under the Act by reason of a contravention, of any of the provisions of this

\
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“Revision of *
clagsification of
‘travel ageats,

Licensing.

Terms or
conditions of
licence. -

-‘ expiry of such period, and such proprietor has failed to take such measures before the expiry of the period so specific
|
|
|
|

Code or an offence under the Monetary Law Act, the Exchange Control Act, the Foreign Exct
Entitlement Certificates Act, No. 28 of 1968, the Customs Ordinance or the Control of s
Exports Act or upon conviction of the registered proprietor or any of his empolyees for th 7
business of the travel agent for an illegal purpose or of an offence involving moral turpitude; }
(c) if the premises used for the business of the travel agent or any portion of such premises is used for ocot
forany purpose other than the business of such travel agent without the written consent of the Comp
Authority. :
Every such order of suspension or cancellationof the re;
Competent Authority shall contain his reasons for such order.

(2) No order suspending or cancelling the registration of the business of a travel a
that any person employed by the registered proprietor has been convicted of any offence referred to in this regulation,
registered proprietor establishes to the satisfaction of the Competent Authority that such offence was committed b
empolyee without his knowledge or that he exercised all due deligence to prevent the commission of such offence.

(3) Before making an order suspending or cancelling the registration of any business of a travel
authority shall give the registered proprietor of such business an o
sentative authorised by him in writing in that behalf..

(4) No order suspending or cancelling the registration of the business of a travel agent shall be made under |

graph (1) unless the Competent Authority has by written notice sent by registered post to the registered proprietor of
business, informed him that an order of suspension or cancellation will be made upon the oxpiry of the period specifi
such notice, if such measures as are specified by such authority in such notice are not taken by such proprietor befor

gistration of the business of a travel agent made b

gent shall be made on the gr.

agent, the Comp
pportunity of being heard cither in person or by ar

3 . A . N (2
(5) Where an‘order is madé suspending or cancelling the registration of the business of a travel agent a cert
copy of that order includin,

g the reasons for such order shall be sent by registered post to the registered proprietor t
Competent Authority,

10. () The Competent Authority may, from time to time, after such inquiry as he deems fit in the cir \lz
and after giving the registered proprictor an opportunity of being heard, by order, alter ot review the classificati
to any business of a travel agent in accordance with the standards for the time being maint
such order made by the Competent Authority shall contain his reasons therefor,

: (2) Acertified copy of every order made under this regulation including the reasons shall be sent by registaged
. to the registered proprictor by the Compélcr!( Authority. * & %

)si
ained by such business. E

Licensing -

11. (1) Onand after the expiration of a period of one month from the date of its registration in accordance '
the provisions of this Code, no travel agent registered under this Code shall carry on business except under the authc
and in accordance with the terms orconditions of a licence issued by the Competent Authority and for the time being in fo

(2) Where an offence is committed under the Act by reason of any contravention of
the registered proprietor of such business of travel agent shall be gullty of that offence.

l (3) (a) Every application:for a licence in respect of a registered: business of a travel agent shall.-
(i) be made in wrting ‘to the Competent ‘Authority;
T (ii) be made in such form as may be provided by the Competent Authority for the purpose:
l (iii) contain the particulars required by that form, being particulars which shall include the particulars ¢
i tained in the registration entry relating to that business; and
i (iv) be signed by the registered proprietor .of that business,

(b) Every application for the renewal of a licence for any year shall be m
form provided for the

texpiry of that licence.

the provisions of this regulat

ade to the competent authority in
purpose and with the appropriate notified fec and reach” him at least thirty days before the dat:

(4) A licence granted under the provisions of this Code may be a general licence or a provisional licence.:

(5) Every general licence and every renewal thereof shall come into force on the date specified therein ang

unless it is earlier cancelled by the Competent Authority, remain in force for a period of twelve months from thetdac

! Every provisional licence shall remain in force for such period as may be specified by the Compe(cnl:" &,,«%)m
lin such licence and no longer. ;
|

(6) No licence shall be issued excépt on the payment of the appropriate notified fee.
(7) The registered proprietor shall display in a cons
by the Competent. Authority in respect of such business.

(8) - No licence issued under this Code shall be transferable to any other person and accordingly any such trans
shall be null and void. : 4

picuous place in the premises of his business the licence isst

12, The Competent Authority shall rel;use a licence---
(1) if the business in'res
of this Code; or

(2) if the registered ‘propristor has failed to comply with the terms and conditions of 4 licence issued to h.

_ by the Competent Authority for the-year immediately preceding the year in respect of which the apg
cation'for a licenice is made

pect of which an application for a licence is made is not registered under the provisic

(3) i the registered proprietor or any of his employees has, during the year immediately preceding the ye

in respect of which the-application is made, been convicted of any offence.under the Act by reason ol

! " contravention of ‘any provision of this Code or any offence under the Aotictary Law Act, the Forei|

Exchange Entitlement Certificates Act, No. 28 of 1968, Exchange Contrdl Act, the Customs Ordinan

or the Coritrol of Imports and Exports Act; or upon conviction of the registered proprietor or anv-9f k

. employees for an offence involving the use of the premises of such business for an illegal purpose )fl

offence involving moral turpitude. ~ - .

13. (1) Alicence inrespect of the registered business of a travel agent may be issued subject to such terms or conc

tions as may be specified in the licence, the terms or conditions so specified being such terms or conditions as the Compete
Authority may deem necessaty—- . S :

'g (@) - for securing compliance with the provisions of this Code: and

" (b) for ensuring that such business.shall comply with'not less than the minimum standards applicable t:
| class of travel agents to which that business belongs.

(2) Tt shall be a term or condition of a licence issued by the competent authority in respect of any registered busine
of'a travel agent that such licence may, subject to the provisions of paragraph (6) of regulation 14, be suspended or cancellt
ot not be renewed by such authority—

(a) in the event of the registered proprietor, or any of his employees, being convicted of any offence Vu‘nd-
the Act by reason of a contravention of any provison of this Code in its application to that busine
of a travel agent or an offence under the Monetary Law Act. the Exchange Control Act. the Foreig
Exchange Entitlement Certificates Act, No. 28 of 1968, the Customs Ordinance or the Control of Impor
and Exports Act, or upon conviction of the registered proprietor or any of his employees for an offen

e




. Licensing.
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. involving the use of the premises of such business for an illegal purpose or of an offence involving moral
turpitude;.
(b) in the event of such proprietor contravening of failing to comply with any terms or conditions specified
in the licenice;
() if the prenises used for the business of the travel agent or any portion of such premises is being used or
" occupied for any purpose other than the business of such travel agent without the written consent of the o
competent authority.

¢+ () The competent authority may, either of his own motion or on representations made to him, in that behalf by
the reigistered proprietor-of the busingss of a travel ‘agent, after giving such- registered proprietor an opportunity of being
heard; ariend; vary,’ modify or rescind any term of condition attached to the licence issued in respect of that .business, or

attach any néw term or condition thereto.

" Refusal. SUST (1) Upon the receipt of any application for a licence or renewal of a licence in respect of the registered business-
cancellation or of a travlagent, the competent authority may subject to the provisions of paragraph (6), make an Order allowing such
suspension of application: Pravided that in any case wliere hie refuses an application for a licence, the competent authority shall give reasons
lienas. for such refusal in his order. : :

. (2) The.competent authority shall cause a certified copy of an order made by him refusing an application for a
licence in respect of the registered business of a travel agent to be served on the registered proprietor. Every such certified
copy Shall contain .the reasons for making such order of refusal.

()] When-;'th_é competent authority makes an order allowing an application for a licence in respect of a registered
d businéss of a travel agent, he shall issue to the registered proprietor a licence in such form and containing such particulars
as may be determined by such authority. :

! (4 The competent authority may, by order, suspend or cancel a licence unless the terms and conditions of such

licencg‘, are complied with. Every order. made under this paragraph shall-contain the reasons for such order.

: - (5) No order suspending or cancelling alicence shall be made unless the competent authority has by written notice.
© sent by registered post to the licence holder, informed him that an order of suspension or cancellation will be made upon
* the expiry of the period specified in the notice if such meéasures as are specified by such authority in the notice are not taken

by the licence holder, and the licence holder has failed to take such mieasures before the expiry of the period so specified.

u (6) ; Before making an order é-e_fusing an application for a licence or suspending or cancelling a licence, the cbmpetent
authority shall give the registered proprietor an opportunity of being heard in person, or by a representative authorised by
him in wrting in'that behalf. : .

(1) Where an order suspending or- cancelling a licence is made, a certified copy of that order including the reasons
: for such order shall ‘be sent'by registered post to the registered proprietor by the competent authority.

(8) Noorder refusing.a licence.of suspending or cancelling the licence of the business of a travel agent shall be made
on the- ground that any person employed in'such business has been convicted or any offence, if the registered propfietor of
such l:wsincss establishes to the satisfaction of the competent authority that such offence was committed by his employee
withoyt his knowledge or that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of such offence. .

i (9) Where the licence of the ;egistcredv business of any travel age;n has been suspended or cancelled, such licence
shall He déemed for all purjoses to have ceased to be in force. :

ol ¢ ', General
Correction of’ i 15, (1) Where any change oceurs in any matter or thing relating to the registered business of a travel agent which
particulars in neccsa‘tica any amendment in the particulars of- the rogistration entry relating to that business, the registered proprietor of
registrapion such business shall forthwith give notice of such change to the. competent authority, and such authority may, on receipt of
entry or such nbtice, but after such inquiry as he deems fit in the circumstances, make the necessary amendment in such particulars.
licence. : (2) Where the particulars in the registration entry or licence relating to the registered business of a travel agent

are revised by the competent authority under this Code; such authority may require the registered proprietor of that business
to return’the licence to such authority to enable him to make corresponding amendments in that licence, and it shall be the
duty of such. proprictor to'comply with that requirement within the period specified therein.

Special provi- :16. (1) The mode and mariner of the payment by tourists to any registered travel agent for the services and facilities
sions relating provided by such travel:agent, and the mode and manner of the acceptance of such payment by such travel agent, shall be in
to the mode and accordance with such directions as may be issued in that behalf from time to time by the competent authority with the appro-
manner of pay- val of the Board, :

ment by tourists (2)  Any direction issued by the competent authority under. paragraph (1) of this regulation shall be in conformity
to, and the with the provisions, if any, of the Monetary Law Act and/or the Exchange. control Act, the Foreign Exchange Entitlement
acceptance of certificates Act, No. 28 of 1968, the customs Ordinance, the control of Imports and Exports Act or of any regulations madc
such payment under the aforesaid Acts. : !

by travel (3) Where any offence under the Act is committed in respect of the registered business of a travel agent the registered
agents. proprictor of that business and the person who actually demanded the payment referred to in paragraph (1), or accepted

such

Tyment, shall ¢ach be guilty of that offence.

. H17. If any person fr 1y pr $-0r ‘attempts toprocure the business of a trave! agent to be registered or
lxcensegl under this Code by producing or: causjng to'be made or produced false or fraudulent representation or other material
in wriu'ug. he .and every person aiding and abeting him shall be guilty of an offence.

Anla

Punishment for
fraudulent
registration or

Assuming the , (1)” No proprietor of the business of a travel agent shall, unless such business has been registered and licensed

.name of, or + under H€:provisions of this Code, take, use of display any name, title, addition or description in relating to such business.
Carrying on implying that it is a registered and licensed business of a travel agent.

business as a i :(2)  Every person who contravenes the provisions of this tegulation shall be guilty of an offence.

travel agent an i e . :

offence. i

L . : : :

Power of com- t19. (1) The competent autharity— ;
petent authority ke _(a) may, direct any person to furnish such autharity within such period as shall be specified in the direction.
to require infor- : with such information within his knowledge as shalt be so specified, being information which.is necessary
mation from ; - for the following. purposes, namely; the disposal of any application made by any other.person under
persons gene- - - this Code, or for- the verification of the authenticity: of any particulars specified in such application. of
rally. and to- any return or information made or furnished by such other person under this Cade. or for the suspension

or cancellation..of any registration or licence: and
(b) may,-from time to time; hold such inquiries as may be.necessary for any of such purposes.
(2) Any person to whom any dircction is issued under paragraph (1) of this regulation shall comply with such
direction within the period specified therein. i

S = 2 3 : ! . . .
Provided, however, that where the competent authority is satisfied that the direction could not be comp]}ed
witli for reasons beyond the control of the person to whom it was issued, he may allow such person a further period of time
to compl y with such direction. i .

hold inquiries.
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.-O(Tences.v 20. (1) Any person who acts in contravention of any -of tfié provisions of this Code shall be guilty of an a(fenée
&mder the Act. . . : = :
i (2) Any offence committed under the Act by any'servant or agent of the registered proprietor of a business of a
travcl agent by reason of & contravention of any provision of this Code shall be deemed to be an offence committed by such
kegistered proprictor unless such registered proprietor establishes to the satisfaction of the competent authority that such
G ‘offence was committed. without his knowledge or that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of suchoffence. %
Registered and .21, (1) Every proprietor of the business of a travel agent registered and licensed under the provisions of this Code. %
licensed business shali’ minintain books and régisters: containing particulars qf—- ;
of travel ' (a) the names of persons who have engaged the services of .such travel agent, the nature of services rendered 4
agent to keep ! to such persons, and the period or dates on’ which such services were rendered; S :
books and - | * (b) the country of origin and address of the person who engaged the services of the travel agent: : j
registers and (©) the payment made by such-person iri‘respect of accommodation, food and drink, hire of transport, or other
furnish returns. _ services.and the currency in which payment was made; ° g i
]

(d) any other information that miay be specified by the compétent authority.
: I (2). Every registered proprietor of' the business of a ‘travel agent shall periodicai’l'y_. and whenever required by the
. : ;Chairman of the Board, the competent authority ot an officer of the Board acting on behall’ of such authority furnish to the
‘competent authority certified extracts or returns of such information from the books and registers maintained under the
‘provisions of sub-paragraph (1). % 1
Powers of entry, 22, (1) For the purpose of determining whether- the provisions of this Code are being complied with, it shall be
inspection, etc. {awful for the Chairman of the Board, a member of the Board acting under the authority of the Chairman of the Board, the
competent authority or any person holding ‘the office of not: less than the rank of Assistant Director of the Board acting
under the wrilten authority of the Chairman of the Board or the competent authority— .
(a) -without previous notice and at.any time during business hours, to enter any premises used or occupied—:
for the busjness of a travel agent, or purporting to be used or occupied for the business of a travel agent
and to inspect such ‘premises for the purpose.of ascertaining whether such business of the travel agent
is being maintained in accordance with the provisions of the Act and this Code: : e
(b) at any time to fequire any person in charge of the business of a travel agent to produte any book. noticc.
- record, list or other document which is in the possession, custody or control of the person or any olh’qym.‘d
! person in his behalf; {, ) o
(c) to examine any such book, notice, record, list or.other document, make copies or take extracts from such
3 R . book, notice, record, list or document and require ffom any person connected with the business of such |
travel agent an explanation of any entties therein, and seize any such book, notice, record, list or docu- B
ment as, in his opinion, may afford evidence of any offence committed under the Act or under this Code: 1
(d) - to question, either alone or in the presence of any other person as he deems fit, with respect to any matler :
which is being investigated by him, every person whom he finds in the premises entered by him or whom
! he has reasonable grounds for believing to be or to have been employed in such ‘premises or to be in
i possession, custody, or control of anything reférred to in this regulation; :
| (€) require any person referred to in the preceding sub-paragraph (d) to appear before him at a time and place *
’ . fixed by him and te question that person concérning any matter which is being investigated by him.
1

s > 3
L3N : | (2) Any person-who is in charge of any premiscs referred 'to in paragraph (1), shall, at all times, provide all such
i facilities as may-be required of him by such Chairman, member, authority or person in the exercise of his or their powers
i under this regulation. = e
K ; © (3) -Any person exercising the powers conferred upon tiim by paragraph (1) shall on demand produce evidence
» . *i of his identity"or the. written duthority reférred to. . :
} (4) Any pérson who resists or obstructs such. Chariman, member, authority or person in the exercise of the powers
conferred by the preceding provisions of this regulation shall be guilty of an offence.
(5) Any person acting undef the provisions of paragraph (1) shall be deemed to be astate officer within the meanin~
and for the purposes of the Penal Code. - Sl ndag 3 | :
Qath of . 23... All_pt;rson's expfcising the powers conferred by regulation 21 (2) and 22 ( 1) shall make an official * Oath or Afthg)!
secrecy. mation” dccording to such form and with such formalitics as may be prescribed by the Board swearing or declaring. and
affirming‘as the case may be, that he or they shall observe strict secrecy with regard to any fact, matter or thing, which cz™s, 4
or may.come to his or their kriowledge during the course of and in the performance of the duties referred to in the &+
regulations. : :
Exercise of i 24,© The r‘egirs!eredrproprictbr of the business of a tavel agent shall comply with the lawful directions or requirements
ad:ainistrative of any notice served on tim by the competent authority within'the time stated in such notice, or if no such time is stated in
contro} over ! such notice, then within:fourteen days from the date of gervice .of such notice,
travel agents by |/ — : .
competent | ; G : ; 4
authority, 7 ! . . :
V3 ! ¥ : . A- : . : 1 tar ‘. 3 b
Appropriate ! 25. The competent authority may, from time to time, by notification fix thie fees payable

notified fees. . for registration or licences orfor-duplicates or.copies of registratior entrits or licences.
: revoked, or replaced by suchauthority:in a:like notification. - b

e 26. (1) Any document-whichisréquired or authorised by this-code to be served on, or issued to any person shall.
il it is not personally served on, or issued to sich person, be deemed to have been duly served or issuedifit is.sent to him
by post in a registered lettet addressed to his fast known place of abode or of business. * ; .
| ~ (2) In this regulation “documeni”-means any copy of any order, by licence, any direction, or any other document
|~ by whatsoever name or designation called. . =
i 27. (1) In this code, ‘unless the context.otherwise requires— . .
“appropriate notified fee” for the purposes of any registration, any licence, or any duplicate orcopy of aregis’ ~
tion-entry or licence, means the fee fixed for such purposes by the competent authorily by notifica
published in the Gazerte under regulation 25 .
‘_‘Boa{g" f{:xlc;sn; the Ceylon Tourist Board constituted under section 2 of the Ceylon Tourist Board Act. No.
o % oy : :
“Chairman of the Board” means the Chairman of the Ceylon Tourist Board appointed under section 6 of the
Ceylon Tourist Board Act; No.-10 of 1986;
*.. “Member of the Board” means a member of the Ceylon Tourist Board appointed under section 6 of the Ceylon
Tourist Board:Act, No. 10 of 1966: ; . et 3 ;
“Class” or “Classification” in relation to the business of a travel agent means the registered class or classification
igned to the busi by the authority; - S
“competent authority” has the same.meaning as in the Act; .
“licence” means 2 licence issued by the competent authority under this Code;
i “registered’’ means régistered in the Register of trave) agents;
| ~Act” means the Tourist Development Act, No. 14 of 1968; and
“travel agent” has the same meaning as in the Act.

ny suc] notification may be amended.

Service,of
documents.

Interpretation.
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